
UT-01 McAdams

Statement Support 
Voters need to see on broadcast, cable 
and digital that Ben McAdams has a 
long record of standing up for 
Democratic values 

“Utah Democrat insists he’s just as anti-abortion as his 
conservative opponent,” Connor Richards, The Salt Lake 
Tribune, 7/27/2018 

“He opposed a 72-hour waiting period,” Love said, 
referring to McAdams’ vote on HB461, a 2012 bill signed 
into law by Republican Gov. Gary Herbert  requiring 
women seeking an abortion in the state to wait at 
least 72 business hours between an information visit 
and undergoing the procedure. 

McAdams was one of six senators, all Democrats, 
who voted against the bill during its final Senate 
hearing. “It was just 72 hours,” Love said. “That’s it, and 
he voted against it.” 

“Utah’s last Democrat in Congress, Ben McAdams, is running 
again in 2026,” Katie McKellar, Utah New Dispatch, 
11/13/2025 

In Congress today, McAdams said politicians have 
“forgotten what real life is like,” 
… 
He pointed to his work in the Utah Senate, when he 
helped convene groups to passage of statewide 
LGBTQ non-discrimination legislation 

“Why Utah Congressman Ben McAdams says he’s ‘uniquely 
situated’ to bridge Equality Act, religious liberties,” Matthew 
Brown, Deseret New, 9/7/2019 

The first-term Democrat from Utah told the Deseret 
News editorial board this week that he worked with 
religious and LGBTQ interests that led to Salt Lake City 
passing a nondiscrimination ordinance in 2010. He said 
he took that experience to launch a similar effort in 
the Utah Legislature that after four years resulted in 
the Utah compromise — a statewide 
nondiscrimination bill that captured national 
attention for its backing by the state’s religious and 
LGBTQ stakeholders. 
… 
“And so I know what consensus building looks like 
around this (issue). I also know it takes a long time,” 
McAdams said. 

“Rep. Ben McAdams on guns: ‘I want to consider any option 
that will save the lives of our kids,’” Lisa Riley Roche, Deseret 
News, 9/3/2019 

Rep. Ben McAdams, Utah’s only Democratic member of 
Congress, reiterated his support Tuesday for universal 
background checks for gun buyers and willingness to 
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look at other laws aimed at curbing gun violence. 
… 
In February, McAdams was the only one of Utah’s 
four U.S. House members who voted for a bill 
requiring background checks on all gun sales. 
 

even when it’s hard or could cost him 
his re-election. 

“Vulnerable Democrats to vote to impeach Trump,” Sarah 
Ferris, Politico, 12/16/2019 

Reps. Ben McAdams and Joe Cunningham, two of the 
most endangered House Democrats, said Monday 
they will vote to impeach President Donald Trump, in 
a boon for party leaders just days ahead of the vote. 
 
Fifteen Democrats in districts won by Trump have now 
said publicly they will back articles of impeachment 
charging the president with abuse of power and 
obstruction of Congress’ Ukraine inquiry. 
… 
“My duty is to the Constitution and to my country,” 
McAdams told a group of reporters in his district. “What 
the president did was wrong. I cannot turn a blind eye, 
thereby condoning this president, and future presidents, 
Republican or Democrat to do the same.” 
 
Trump won McAdams’ district by 7 points in 2016… 

 
“Ben McAdams says he’s moving on after impeachment vote 
— including hoping to work with President Trump,” Lee 
Davidson, The Salt Lake Tribune, 2/18/2020 

McAdams won by fewer than 700 votes in his tight swing 
district. He says he’s confident he made the correct 
decision on impeachment — but is unsure whether it 
might cost him reelection. 
 
“I don’t know,” he said. 

 
“Utah’s last Democrat in Congress, Ben McAdams, is running 
again in 2026,” Katie McKellar, Utah New Dispatch, 
11/13/2025 

In 2016, McAdams stood with then-Salt Lake City 
Mayor Jackie Biskupski and then-House Speaker Greg 
Hughes to call for partial Medicaid expansion, even 
though legislative Democrats wanting full expansion 
opposed the plan.  
… 
 
During his time in Congress, McAdams said he “stood 
alone” in the House when he voted to impeach Trump 
during his first presidency, even when he knew “it meant 
that I would lose my next election, but it was the right 
thing to do.”  
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Throughout his political career, McAdams 
acknowledged that “people are welcome to criticize 
me for decisions that I’ve made, and I haven’t gotten 
everything right. But I hope people recognize that I 
stand for my convictions, and I’m going to make hard 
decisions if I believe it’ll make people’s lives better.” 

 
McAdams is the only candidate we can 
trust to hold Donald Trump 
accountable - because he already has. 

“Vulnerable Democrats to vote to impeach Trump,” Sarah 
Ferris, Politico, 12/16/2019 

Reps. Ben McAdams and Joe Cunningham, two of the 
most endangered House Democrats, said Monday 
they will vote to impeach President Donald Trump, in 
a boon for party leaders just days ahead of the vote. 
 
Fifteen Democrats in districts won by Trump have now 
said publicly they will back articles of impeachment 
charging the president with abuse of power and 
obstruction of Congress’ Ukraine inquiry. 
… 
“My duty is to the Constitution and to my country,” 
McAdams told a group of reporters in his district. “What 
the president did was wrong. I cannot turn a blind eye, 
thereby condoning this president, and future presidents, 
Republican or Democrat to do the same.” 
 
Trump won McAdams’ district by 7 points in 2016… 

 
“House of Representatives impeaches President Donald 
Trump,” Jeremy Herb and Manu Raj, CNN, 12/19/2019 

The House voted almost entirely along party lines for 
two articles of impeachment to remove the President 
from office — abuse of power and obstruction of 
Congress — sending the case to the Senate for a trial 
expected to start next month. 
… 
The House voted 230-197 to charge Trump with abuse 
of power and 229-198 to charge him with obstruction 
of Congress. The votes were largely split along party 
lines: just two Democrats voted against both articles, 
Reps. Collin Peterson of Minnesota and Jeff Van Drew of 
New Jersey, who is expected to soon switch parties. A 
third, Rep. Jared Golden of Maine, voted for one 
impeachment article. Democratic Rep. Tulsi Gabbard of 
Hawaii, who is running for the Democratic presidential 
nomination, voted present for both articles. 

 
Roll Call 695, H. Res. 755, 116th Congress, 1st Session, United 
States House of Representatives, 12/18/2019 

Vote Question: On Agreeing to Article I of the Resolution 
 
Impeaching Donald John Trump, President of the United 
States, for high crimes and misdemeanors 

https://www.politico.com/news/2019/12/16/ben-mcadams-vote-to-impeach-trump-086215
https://www.politico.com/news/2019/12/16/ben-mcadams-vote-to-impeach-trump-086215
https://www.cnn.com/2019/12/18/politics/house-impeachment-vote
https://www.cnn.com/2019/12/18/politics/house-impeachment-vote
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2019695
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2019695


 
Vote Type: Yea-And-Nay 
 
Status: Passed 
 
McAdams - Yea 

 
Roll Call 969, H. Res. 755, 116th Congress 1st Session, United 
States House of Representatives, 12/18/2019 

Vote Question: On Agreeing to Article II of the Resolution 
 
Impeaching Donald John Trump, President of the United 
States, for high crimes and misdemeanors 
 
Vote Type: Recorded Vote 
 
Status: Passed 
 
McAdams – Aye 
 

In the State Senate, he had a one 
hundred percent rating from Planned 
Parenthood, 

“Planned Parenthood gives Ben McAdams an A+,” Press 
Release, NRCC, 2/20/2019 

When asked during a town hall yesterday, Ben McAdams 
told his constituents he doesn’t support abortion. 
 
But that doesn’t quite match his record in the Utah 
State Senate, where Planned Parenthood awarded 
him a 100 percent favorable rating. 
 

and has always opposed banning 
abortion 

“Utah Democrat insists he’s just as anti-abortion as his 
conservative opponent,” Connor Richards, The Salt Lake 
Tribune, 7/27/2018 

… 
McAdams, in an earlier interview with Salt Lake Tribune 
contributing columnist Holly Richardson, said, 
"Ultimately, decisions about terminating a pregnancy 
should be made by a woman in consultation with her 
physician, family members and faith counselors she 
trusts.” 

 
“Utah Democrat insists he’s just as anti-abortion as his 
conservative opponent,” Connor Richards, The Salt Lake 
Tribune, 7/27/2018 

“He opposed a 72-hour waiting period,” Love said, 
referring to McAdams’ vote on HB461, a 2012 bill signed 
into law by Republican Gov. Gary Herbert  requiring 
women seeking an abortion in the state to wait at 
least 72 business hours between an information visit 
and undergoing the procedure. 
 
McAdams was one of six senators, all Democrats, 
who voted against the bill during its final Senate 
hearing. “It was just 72 hours,” Love said. “That’s it, and 
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he voted against it.” 
… 
The Tribune, in its own review, found that there were at 
least seven bills related to restricting access to 
abortion that McAdams voted against as a state 
senator. 

 
“Ben McAdams whitewashes his record on abortion,” 
Congressional Leadership Fund, 9/3/2019 

Congressman Ben McAdams is fooling no one: his 
record on abortion is just as out-of-touch with Utah as 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and the socialists who’ve 
taken over his Democratic Party,” said CLF Spokesman 
Calvin Moore. “Ben McAdams was one of the single 
most radically pro-abortion legislators in the entire 
Utah legislature. He’s only now trying to change his 
tune now that he’s become one of the most vulnerable 
Democrats in the country. 

 
“Former Democratic congressman launches comeback bid in 
new Salt Lake City district,” Hannah Schoenbaum, AP News, 
11/13/2025 

The former congressman said Thursday that the reality 
across the country has since changed dramatically, with 
the Supreme Court overturning Roe v. Wade in 2022. 
 
“We’re seeing women denied access to health care all 
across the country, even leading to preventable deaths 
in several tragic cases,” McAdams said. “Because of 
that, I would vote to restore a woman’s right to 
choose and vote to codify Roe.” 

 
In Congress, McAdams stood up to 
Trump to protect immigrant children 

In 2019, Ben McAdams voted for passage of the joint 
resolution that would terminate the national emergency 
declared by the President Donald Trump on Feb. 15, 2019, 
related to the construction of a physical barrier along the 
U.S.-Mexico border. 
[S J RES 54, Vote #553, 9/27/2019; D: 224-0, R: 11-174] 

McAdams - YEA 
 
In 2019, Ben McAdams voted for an amendment that would 
prohibit the use of Defense Department facilities to house or 
detain unaccompanied children who are undocumented 
immigrants. 
[H.R. 2500, Vote #466, 7/12/2019; D: 197-34, R: 1-188] 

McAdams – AYE 
 

In Congress, McAdams voted to 
impeach Donald Trump, even when he 
knew it could cost him his seat. 

“House of Representatives impeaches President Donald 
Trump,” Jeremy Herb and Manu Raj, CNN, 12/19/2019 

The House voted almost entirely along party lines for 
two articles of impeachment to remove the President 
from office — abuse of power and obstruction of 
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Congress — sending the case to the Senate for a trial 
expected to start next month. 
… 
The House voted 230-197 to charge Trump with abuse 
of power and 229-198 to charge him with obstruction 
of Congress. The votes were largely split along party 
lines: just two Democrats voted against both articles, 
Reps. Collin Peterson of Minnesota and Jeff Van Drew of 
New Jersey, who is expected to soon switch parties. A 
third, Rep. Jared Golden of Maine, voted for one 
impeachment article. Democratic Rep. Tulsi Gabbard of 
Hawaii, who is running for the Democratic presidential 
nomination, voted present for both articles. 

 
Roll Call 695, H. Res. 755, 116th Congress, 1st Session, United 
States House of Representatives, 12/18/2019 

Vote Question: On Agreeing to Article I of the Resolution 
 
Impeaching Donald John Trump, President of the United 
States, for high crimes and misdemeanors 
 
Vote Type: Yea-And-Nay 
 
Status: Passed 
 
McAdams - Yea 

 
Roll Call 969, H. Res. 755, 116th Congress 1st Session, United 
States House of Representatives, 12/18/2019 

Vote Question: On Agreeing to Article II of the Resolution 
 
Impeaching Donald John Trump, President of the United 
States, for high crimes and misdemeanors 
 
Vote Type: Recorded Vote 
 
Status: Passed 
 
McAdams – Aye 

 
“Ben McAdams says he’s moving on after impeachment vote 
— including hoping to work with President Trump,” Lee 
Davidson, The Salt Lake Tribune, 2/18/2020 

McAdams won by fewer than 700 votes in his tight swing 
district. He says he’s confident he made the correct 
decision on impeachment — but is unsure whether it 
might cost him reelection. 
 
“I don’t know,” he said. 

KSL.com: McAdams announces he will 
support Trump impeachment articles 

“McAdams announces he will support Trump impeachment 
articles,” Lisa Riley Roche and Matthew Brown, KSL.com, 
12/16/2019  
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Utah Fox 13: McAdams will vote yes on 
impeachment 

“Utah’s lone Democrat in Washington, Rep. Ben McAdams, 
will vote to impeach President Trump,” Max Roth, Fox 13 
News Utah, 12/16/2019 
 

McAdams (Quote): Politicians are the 
last people who should be making 
decisions about abortions. Ultimately, 
decisions about terminating a 
pregnancy should made by a woman in 
consultation with her physician and 
others whose counsel she trusts like 
family and faith counselors 

“These House Democrats oppose abortion rights; not all of 
them may keep their seats after 2020,” Simone Pathe, CNN, 
3/22/2020 

Several other Democrats have sided with National Right 
to Life in 2019 and 2020 enough to earn them double-
digit scores, but only one of them could be in trouble 
come November. Utah Rep. Ben McAdams has a 42% 
score. 
… 
The two Democrats who vote against abortion rights, to 
varying degrees, and could be in trouble in the fall are 
Peterson and McAdams. 
… 
“Politicians are the last people who should be 
making decisions about abortions. Ultimately, 
decisions about terminating a pregnancy should 
made by a woman in consultation with her physician 
and others whose counsel she trusts like family and 
faith counselors,” he added. 
 

“Utah Democrat insists he’s just as anti-abortion as his 
conservative opponent,” Connor Richards, The Salt Lake 
Tribune, 7/27/2018 

… 
McAdams, in an earlier interview with Salt Lake Tribune 
contributing columnist Holly Richardson, said, 
"Ultimately, decisions about terminating a pregnancy 
should be made by a woman in consultation with her 
physician, family members and faith counselors she 
trusts.” 
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